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In the Next Enacted Legislative Vehicle:
A 3rd FY 2020 Continuing Appropriations Resolution (CR) or
A Final Commerce/Justice/Science Appropriations Bill

“Bottom line ask”
· Congress must fully fund the 2020 Census for the entire fiscal year (FY 2020) in the third Continuing Resolution (which must be signed into law by December 20th to avoid a government shutdown), or in a final FY 2020 Commerce/Justice/Science Appropriations measure — whichever comes first.
· The 2nd CR (enacted on 11/21/19) only allows the Census Bureau to spend its annualized funding on a pro rata basis for the life of the CR, with OMB controlling the “apportionment” of funds. This is not a true, full year appropriation.
· Without a direct, full-year appropriation, the 2020 Census is vulnerable to a government shutdown if Congress and the president cannot agree on continued funding past December 20th. 

Explanation of threat to successful census
· The annualized funding level of $7.3 billion for the Periodic Censuses and Programs account in the 2nd CR, which includes $6.7 billion in new funding for the 2020 Census, will be sufficient, but only if Congress gets the money out the door now.
· With the imminent start of peak census operations next month, the Census Bureau cannot wait any longer for the certainty and flexibility a direct, full-year appropriation provides.
· The Bureau needs to know how much it can spend, and have the flexibility to spend money when necessary, to address growing risks and challenges in all communities, including towns, cities, rural counties, American Indian reservations, and suburban enclaves.
· Otherwise, the Census Bureau must launch the census in less than two months with one hand tied behind its back.
· With apparent agreement between Republicans and Democrats, House and Senate, on a full-year 2020 Census budget, Congress should put 2020 Census funding in a “lock box,” removed from negotiations over any other issues, and let the Census Bureau get on with a full-throated census effort.
· No one will benefit from the drawn-out uncertainty, and we could all lose over the next decade if the Census Bureau doesn’t get the 2020 Census right.

· The census is unique because there is no “give” in the schedule for final preparations and launch of peak operations in January.
· The Census Bureau cannot make up for lost time and lost opportunities, such as buying more advertising time during prime viewing hours to reach target audiences and recruiting and processing enough qualified temporary workers. 

· All states/districts stand to lose a lot from an inaccurate census. 
· An accurate census guides vital federal resources to states, localities, and households for health care, schools, improved transportation and transit, job training, economic development, and housing.
· The undercount of young children is disproportionately high in southern states. 
· With no field testing of a largely automated census in rural areas and on tribal lands, the risk of problems and failure goes up in those communities. 
· The Bureau already is facing recruitment and hiring shortages in rural areas; many applicants can’t get to sites for required fingerprinting. More recruiting assistants, fingerprinting locations, and higher pay rates likely are necessary. 
· Planning for Questionnaire Assistance Centers (which Congress directed in 2019) has just started after months of delay due to funding uncertainty. Time is running out to create an effective program in consultation with community groups and local governments. This is a really important new operation for all local officials.
· Communities still recovering from tornadoes, flooding, hurricanes, and even wildfires would like more attention to address disrupted housing stock and displaced populations as the census starts.

· Seven former Census Directors who served in both Republican and Democratic administrations have urged Congress to pass a full year 2020 Census appropriation as soon as possible. They explain why the certainty of full year funding in the census year is critical to avoiding disruptions in the launch and implementation of peak operations. They state: “[W]e are deeply concerned that the 2020 Census effort could be hampered if the Census Bureau does not have the certainty of a full year funding level soon.”
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